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Allen took Elza's bat, lald

Tabitha
It on o table near by, motioned ber to
a sint and stood In the middle of the
rooin, looking solemnly down mt her.

I 1 tell you somethin' sakl ahe,
preasing hor forelond into nn lmpress.
tve frown, “will you promisa not to
wn?

“1 promise,” sald Elisa,

“Op yonr word of honor?

“Ou my worl of henor" repented
Flien, “1 won't breathe it to a lvin
roul.  See! 1 eross my heart nod
oy, And shie langhingly sulted the
ctlon to 1he word,

Tablthe took her sent at the window,
Ll seareliing in nenmbersome hasket
foFn heclloss st Iug, fonud vne, siip-

ol
ped the gipening ball Into It and slowly

thrust, NHer necdle through an eery
Il in the shape of au overgrown

srawberry.
Ay forward, wailting to hene,

Tablthn thrended ber needle before
ahie spake,

“There’s 1o be o wwlddin In the nelgh-
horhoold pretty soon,” she sglc then.

A woeddin! erfed Bllsa,  “What!
You don't mean next door—Letitia
INipsmian and Tom Jonest"

Favitia’s thin Ups wrenthed them-
aelves lnto n gphinxlike smile, ,

“That's what everybody thinks, 1
Enow.” sald she, “but there'll be n .
te surprise waltly ‘em. It aln't Lotitla
this thme, as It appens.”

“Then who in the world can It be¥
fsked Rliza breathlessly,

Tabitha walved the question,

“I've been livin next drmr to Letitia
Rinsman ever since her'iftband died,”

THENT'S 10 LE A WEDDIN IN THE NEIGH-

BoRnown,"
sald sbe, “and 1 konow all about her
from A to izzard; not that she's 1old
me mueh herself—Letitla never was no
great hand to wnlk; she's a close mouth-
ed womm, especinlly when It comes 1o
anything coucernin her own allalrs,
but you can’t help plekin up a mite of
fufermation us you go uloung, livin =o
close——thnt Is, If you've got any ecyes
at all”

Blhe worked awhlle in sllenee before
she Degan aguln,

“Letitin wore her crape a good long
tlme for such a pretty woman, and It
was o long time, too, before she begun
to notice, as ueh as a yenr or more.
Bo when Tom Jones took to seeln her
home from meetin and bangin over the
gate with her till the moon wént down
nobody was mueh surprised.  Even it
Letitin aln't as young as she tsed 1o be
she's o michty prevty ‘wonan—mighty
prety! Aol smart!  There alu't a
smarier woman In Plainville then Leti-
iln Kinsman.' _

“Seems like, even If them widows
ain't pretiy, they're klnder takin some-
how or other" pug In Ellza, “Ihey
allus eatehies the eye of the men”

Tabithn wodded assent ns ghe mn her
long needle through every other stiteh
Jn the dindgotdve Intticework she was
wenving in the gpot where the heel of
e stoellng had been,

*Tlat's 1rue enough,” snld she, “and,
as | #y, It began to look Uke Letitia
avas fipvin thitigs a1l her own wag. She
wamn widew atd pretty yet and smark
There uever was a chureh sociable but
whit Letitin boad every wotg in the
room  arovml  her a-splittln of thelr
#ldes Inughin at the fuonny things she
Rald right off plank down, while the
rest of us thought of whnt we mought
have said after we'd got Lalf way
home"

She slapped ber hand over her month
in the #ffort 1o concenl A slizht Faw.

“Yes,” she concluded.  “she  wos
smart—=there’'s no deiyin that=abonut
most things My the ||- wis one thing
e wa'n' saavt ahou.”

*Aud what was thint®
Fliza,

“When everything was goln her wiy
aud Tom bad popisd the question or
was about to pop it and that”—Here
shie gensien] the stoeking more Seeures
b and looked cross eyl as sho o the
needle Lack the other way, the polat
ownrd ber—="“was ane thing 1 pevep
capld quite imake oul. whether e ever
nekedd ber 1o g0 many wordg 10 nurey
It or unt. 0f be Jdidntn all Pve gor
o sny is that e was miglty near I,
genddln e Hethe sweet smellin bokays
aAnd settin out on the frout poreh with
tier til all bours of (he nilght and, as 1
sabd Lefore, Langin on the gnie: not
ouly that, Tt comln sometlues varly
i the mornin before B bad time to
el iy dishes washed; so early that If
yoir hadn™ known better yoi'd thonght
helll pesn hangio there nq,yénl gate
the lrelong nighe”
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LETmA S
DAUGHTER.

BY ZOE ANDERSON NORRIS.
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Ellza was In A spis of suspenac,

“What did sl t] that  wa'n't |
voart T abw begewl to lmuv_v.

Tabitha had finlshed  darnltg  the
Stocking., She Iald It across her ke,
smiked compleeently at the deftness of
her own bhandiwork and slipped the
Inening Lall nto Its mate,

he brought that big girl of hers
lome out of the bonrdin schiool,” she
nnnouneed with-an intonntion of dis-
gust. "That's what she did,”

“Amd Tom fell in love with her?!

"Of course!  What else could she
have expweted, 140 Hke to know?  Lotls
tin's pretty, ®ut her dnuglitor 15 pret-
tler,  Beshles, she Is 17 yonrs yroungoer,
ad that makes a good deal of difer-
oiice with A man ™ ‘.

“Tom Jones Is every Ult and evin as
old as Letitin Kinsman," Quelarad 19330
w Indignantly,

She snlppod off & stray thrgne] With
her selesors,

“Amd 1 war rlght" she wont an, It
wis, From that thme on It way Tom
and Letitia's daughior aesettin out on
ihe porch togethoer and hanogin ou the
ante together, and It was the ghel (bt
ot the ltle bokays and pot ‘em dn
the vasce on the manielpiece In the par-
lor where they could seent up the
whaole house while Tatitian stomd by
and looked on.

“SWhen she first come, Letitin was so
bright and chvoery nm‘n taken ‘om for
glsters If you'd seew ‘e sottin shide by
side, but It wa'n't pany weels before
Letitia begun to got bollow eyed and
white and showed her age, overy iy
of I, Jest when ghe'd oughier been

n-bloomin her very prottiest it glie
wanted to beé any sort of mateh for the
girl ot all. It was pitiful to see the
change In bher, Bhe got so she didn't
mnke any more of her ente Mile Jokes,
and she never laughed any more. 1
missed that logh of hers. 1 used to
HKe 1o hear It settin bore by the win
ow sewln, The giel Ihaghed n-pleuty.,
but Letitln she got quicter and guloter
until at Inst you'd thought it was A
ghogt of a woman ereopln abwut the
honse nt her work, lnggin sort of tired-
like and word aut as if s il somehow
come to the end of her row.”

She sighed ns ghe unwounid the darie-
Ing eotton from a black ball hit oft the
enid and once more threaded o Inrge
ey of her needle,

“Don‘t T know that?. But he's a man,
remanber, aifd men don't et old, they
say. “Anyway, the older they ot the

better they lkes to Lang around o glel’

that's jest about fryin size, Amd that's
the renson | says the minit 1 see that
young thing Jump out of the bus and
run up the walk to the hovse, her
checks n-bloomin ke roges and hor
eyes f-shinin, ‘It's all up with Letl
tial" Them was my very wonls, ‘It's
all up with Letitla!

“Ome night last week,” she conting.
o, M1 saw Tom and the gir! out In the
moonlight togethdér s nsual hangin on
the gate, 1 eould hear It ercakin,
swingin backwards and forwards, The
girl's lnugh come tontln to me onee In
awhlle, wo, n pretey laugh lke Leti-
tla's, only younger und gayer. 8o |
thought now Letitia Is In the house In
the dark all by berself, and I'll go In
and keep her company. [ liad borrow-
wl a spoonful of tea from her the day
before, It wonld be n good excuse to
pretend I come to pay It back. |
went around o the kitehen door. Tt
was the nenrest way: besldes, them
two was out lv front, and | know they
wonldn't want to bhe disturlad,
door wns open.  Letitln and me bhns
been nelghbors g0 long that | didn't
think nothin of walkin right on In. 1
woent through the dinin room 1o the set.
tin room and stood stlll 1o the middale
of It lnokin around for Letitin,  ‘There
was o couelh by the window, with the
moonlight strenmiu over it and Lotithi
was lgyin on It fack Udwn, like some

YEHE WAS FHAKIN ALL OV En WITH S0us.*

hads™d throwd lu-r thete.  Blie was
alatkin all over with sabs, She wa'n't
cryin so's you ‘could lear bher, Ll jost
sort of eatchin her I,»‘n atly, n\'lu hnnd
not to ory, fur W e ml:trl ‘h’ll‘ :s
cliild that had beolt’ wWhipped,”

“What did you do? o ||;mh-iI [H‘hm

“1 xtood there,” replicd Tatlitha. *She
hadnt heard me come in, 3’ ¥he kept
on sohlsin 1! by and by she Kiuder fu.-lf
that | was there—3you know lhiow m.l}
Is=and swrted up, broshin the tears |
nway with 1'[:- backs of lu'r honils
‘How sou frifhtencd me? she saye,
ryin lu1uu;p wlgh her vniu '{ n—m

The-

| M. “Taen ‘she went 00 ‘o axplas
about bow she bnd one of her bad
nervous hendaches that she's snbjoct
[to and was Inyin down fo sco If she
| couldtr’t xleep It off,

| “I newer snld n thing, not a single
thing. 1 Jest uultt\l listenin snme ns il
1 was tnkin It all Ih. _Then, when she
,wns through, 'Fve brought Lack the

ea | borrowsd from you yesterday,' 1

with the spoonful of n-n at the bottom
of It
“You peedn't 'a' minded about
bringin back that Hitle bit of tea,” she
Ceald=Laetitia’s & mighty good, Hberal
lienrtisl pejghbor to have; I've sllug
salid that of her—aod she went on out
hito, the kitehen and found the ten
| eankgter, poured the tea lnto I, wiped
thg qup nnd hagded 1t back to me, all
ont any lght. “T'he moonlight Is
ght as day,” says she, apologizin, but
knew the reason she wounldo't lght
She didn't want me to see

the lamp.

the tenrs on her checks,
“After that atic geked me to come In
and set Jown, but of course 1 woukdn't.

]

" WnAT'S YOUR NURRYF" SAE ASKED,
" marched myselt stralght back home,”

“And how did you tind out aboyt the
eddin?’ luquired Eliz

“It was the next mornin. | was tyin
up some mornin glory vines on the shle
fence between her yagl and  mine
when she came out of the liouse and
stood noeross fl‘om me with the vines
in Ifteceen ns

“*f you've got & spool of. white
thrend No, 10, says she, ‘I'd ke to
borrow It.) and with that she goes on
to tell me about the weddin, smilin
betve as you please, with her face ke
o ghost. My daughter I8 to be married
soon,' knys she, ‘to Mr. Jones, and 1 am
real busy pow workin on her weddin
wlothes,”

*I'll get you the thrend In one min-
uta,’ 1 sald to lier, and I started for
the housa, On the step of the thack
porch 1T happencd to look over my
shottlder at lier standin there with the
mornin glorles up to her walst and
bloomin fit to kill, sort of makin part
of p frame for her, The smile was all
gone—she thought 1 wa'n't leokin, you
soeo—and your heart would have achivd,
Eliza, i you conld have seen hor fuce!”

Iy this time she hiad finlsbed darning
Dthe mate to the fiest stocking, She lnld
them togetlior, rolled them In a neat
rolf®and turoed the hewy, of ohe over
buth. '

“And 60" gasped Eliza, "it's the
daughter he's_goiu to marry, after nll,
nnd not Letitin! My land!”

“It's the daughter,” gald Tabitha con.
clusively, drawlng the bhig basket
eloser and laying the stockings In it
rwltln others ke them, earefully darned
afld folded nway In palrs.,

Bhiza arose Aud Feached for lier hat,
In her hastd shé ‘plonvd it on a (ritle
crooked, which had ‘thit effect of giv-
Ing lier a rakish alr; Lut 'vothing
daunted, ghe mnde for the dobp te

Tabitha followed Lier. r

“What's your hurry ¥ slic asked,

“Oh, there are a lot of things T'ye
got to do this mornin" expiained Eliza,
“I'ma up to my neek In work as usual,
but I'm awfully glad I found you ot
home, Tabithn, awtully glad! Come
over goon, real goon, and bring your
knittin,  Why can't you stuy all day?
Well, If you chin't do that make me n
lide visit soyway, Goodby."™

“Goodby." sald Tabitha.

As she wntehed Ler bhorey out of the
aate and make her way uwirgls"ﬂm.w
the street she added: “She declfirdd up
and down she wouldo't réll, but |
know that Eliza Banks like 2'book. 1f
she kept o sceret half a day.'she'd die
of It, She's gone right tow to ot up
soin body to tell It to.” V8

She shut the door and wnll.od back
Inte the room.

“That atory will be all over DMain
ville with a thousapd frills ‘Ahd furbe
lows by ulght,” she muttéred. ' ¢

A T
A Terrible Warning,

There was o min who was too stingy
to subseribe for hls home paper, 80
sent Lils Hetle son to a nelghbor to bor
row o, As the boy was going home
he fell down nud broke Lis leg  The
father heard Lis erles and ran out w
sée what was the matter, but silpped
aud fell, Wisloeating his koee ool s
Ing the bosow vut of his 10 paota.
loons. s wife ran to his asslstnnee,
hrving a 2-yearold baby on the toor
The baby erawled out amd fell down
the well, and while the mother wang
fishing the ehild out the honse onught
fiee il was totndly destroved. Mornl—
Now s the time o subseribe,—Com-
Lridze (0.1 Sun,

A Trannient Mopalation,
Every TPriday evening New York
loses thonsuuds of its residents, wlio go
to other elties In the state and 1o Bos-
ton siel Philadelphia,  These poople
are citizens of .Ulb:m:. Utlen, Syra-
ok, Ituelwuh-:’ Bdifald, Elmira, Bing-
hamton, and ‘the travelers to Hoston
nd Phlladelphid bave thbir bomes In
thase elifes, Ul'o‘ these 'men do basl
nm.u I New York'eity. Tley return to
Niew York from tholr honed on Sanday
"nlght. areiving on Mol ay morning
and from thut thne antll Feiday even-
lhg they are going afier the aliighty
| qullur -unmmon: \u“ s,

told lier, amd 1 banded her the cup.

# folks beat the <bhand

e mea -

| SHOCKED, THE L LAN m,on'q._

And They Dld It, Too, With !lnll‘a

Alorethought, L0
A'We had been at & locky mountiln
hotel for n week," -rald o Washington
mun who hns Just svtumd from the
woest, “and boefstenl and mutton chops
bail been on the ,of fare at every
meal to the exelusion of all other
ments, 1t was finally declded to send
the colonel to the landlord to protest,
ani, having gained the ear of mine
tiost, Ke sald:

“O1 want to speak to you in n good
‘natged way about your meats.'

My ments!' echosd tha landlord.
"Why, Is there anything wrong about
my moeata? I'm getting the vory best.)

Ut beefetenk and mutton, you
know 7

“*Yea, I know, And they cost me a
heap of money to get ‘em liere—yoes,
slr; nlmost worth thelr welght in =il
ver—~but 1 must have the best,. What
Is It you complaln of?

' We don't complaln,
ol to nek you was about game.
muet be game aronnd here?

0L course. Do you menn to say
that your erowd wanis venlson, hear
meat, antelope, pralrie ehicken, turkey,
and so on?

“ ‘Exaectly.
want.'
 *4In plaoce of beef nnd mutten?

L[ f"m'

“owvell, ML be hianged!  Ilere, Jim,
toll the boys to go ont after o eartlond
of game and to keep It ap for three o
four duys. IHere's o ecrowd kicking
abont stonke at 35 conts per pound and
chops at 20 and ready to fill up on
gaine at 22 o ton! Well, yon eastern
i your queer
thetes about eating! Next thisg you'll
be telling me you prefer wild goose to
a Clileago sugar cured ham.' "—Wash-
lugton "ost.

What I want-
There

Yes; that's what we

The Jangle Rarher,

nu AN ALL DAY J0m.
—New York Jounml

Conceit All Gone,

“That boy," sbe sald when Ler hus-
bamd reached home, “is just like you,"”

“Been mlug,lu) agaln, has lu.-? I;L o
tarned, !

Long o::[k-rlence had tnu;,hg l]lm the
clreumgtances In wbich she poted the
resemblapee, between fnther and son,
and years ngo theé remidrk had, ‘ecnwed
to flatter hine—=Chicago Post. 8@ v

By Sample,

“What do you call this?* demanded
the guest, lnspecting a morsel that lay
in the centerdof his plate.

“That's a HEnmburg steak. sir," said
the walter, “What did you thlok It
wius

41 didn't know Lot it might be a plece
m;i Iamburg mlglng.‘l—lmlmgo Trib-
u e.

Making Her Mark,

“That olffext Bllllnger girl is pretty
sure o nifike ber mark In the world."

“You bet she I8, Look at her now
plowing her way through that erowd
in the refresbhment roow. She makes a
mark every time she thrusts out those
frightfully sharp elbows."—Clevelund
Plain Dealer.

Had Him Fonl,

Stage Mavager~Ry Jove, there's d
olee thing bappening on the stage!

I'rofirietor—=EhY What's up?

“The! lu-ro and villaln uré dolng thelr
duel aet! and the Iatter won't die until
you slgnal bim that He'll gét ‘his ar-
rears of salary at the end ol‘ the plece.”
=Tit-Blta,

Grent Chance For Him,

“1 see by the twsphipers,” suld the
easunl ealler, “tidt there 18 & man In
Ciapada with three lungs.” ‘»

“Oh, wy! Obh, myr=exclaimed the
Lascbell fan euthusiastically,  *=What
a ‘rooter he woonll makes woultln't
he®'—Chieago IMost. Wk

A Counter Blow,
“I believe yott only hanrrled me for
my money,” he romnrked bitterly.
“Well, you took good 'enre to ke
the money one of the lWadfug ltems o
your proposal,” she responded.—Phila-
delphin North Ametiean. 'V !

Annlysis of Bmotions,

“DIE yon feo) very: kitily your birg.
fien’ enghgement, Clinentive?”

“Yes, but 1 don't think my Leart was
Invdlved. My grief resulted from the
wiench eaused by changing my mind.”
~Detroit Free Press.

Hin Guess,
Teacher—Well, Johnung, If you can't
spell “pllot” pechaps you cnu well me
what It 18?
Johany—=Why, [ guess it's 4 lot
where they grow pleplant.—Philadel-
phia Press.

Free Loctures Every Night,
“I see that Max O'ltell has delivored
2104 lectures In 10 years”
“I'ooh, that's pothing!

marfial- 20 !'eur:-"—('h-\elnml Platd
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